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Apply The Secretary,
THE GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB CO., LTD.

NEXT HOME MATCHES

Sat. Sept. 8th—FOLKESTONE TOWN RES. (KL)

Weds. Sept. 12th—CHATHAM TOWN (KL)

K.O. 3.15 pm. K.O. 545 pm.
Mon. Sept. 10th—ASHFORD TOWN (KL Cup—Ist
Reund—2nd leg) K.O. 5.30 p.m. Sat., Sept. 15th—BOURNEMOUTH K.O. 3.15 pm.
.« .. a word from the SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION

5 EMBERSHIP renewals are still very slow this
M season, why not make a point of calling at our

Headquarters this evening? If vou are unable
to call, make a note of this address: Mr. L. Marmara,
79 Palmerston Road, Chatham, and post your subscrip-
tion to him without delay. Our Free Accident Insurance
is still in operation, therefore it is in your own interest
to make sure your subsciption is up to date. For the
benefit of new members, the subscription is only 1/-
per year. Why not let us all pull together and make this

wwa record membership vear?

We have quite a good stock of scarves in the club
colours, at 8/- they are very good quality. Ties at a

reduced price of 2/6 are still in great demand, badges,
pens and a host of other Club lines are available al
our headquarters. It is worth paying us a visit, any of
our lines will make a good present for someone, if not
for vourself.

The time is drawing near when our first Handbook
will be on sale, if you wish to make sure of your copy
you may order it now. Priced at only ninepence. We are
sure vou will consider it exceptionally good value. It
contains all the details of new players, last season’s facts
and figures, details of Who's Who at the Stadium and a
money prize quiz, besides articles of interest about the
Supporters” Club. As T mentioned in my last notes the
number of copies on sale will be limited, so make
sure of yours early.

‘DOCTOR’

obtainable in

all

BARCLAY’S
BROWN ALE

STTLE

and WINCH houses

"*When only the best is good enocugh’’

CHARLES C(CO0X
& SON

CATERERS

Catering in «all its Branches at 'Home'' or “Away”’

CENTRAL HOTEL, GILLINGHAM. Tel: 5766

OF CHATHAM

Makers of

BETABAKE BREAD

SHOPS IN
CHATHAM, GILLINGHAM and ROCHESTER

JASPERS

Deliveries throughout Medway area
and in all surrounding districts,

SUPPORT THE CLUB, SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS —— GOOD VALUE FROM

BOTH



GILLINGHAM FOOTBALL CLUB C? L™

Priestfield Stadium Gillingham

Directors—Chairman : W. 5. C. COX.
: ¢

Vice-Chairman : |]. W. LEECH.
WELLER

. W. BOWMAN, 1P B BRDGES  S. H MARTN A E
: c cer : . C. S. GROSSMARK
Manager : ARCHIE CLARK. Trooaurer © 8. H.oMARTN Secretary : E. W. FLETCHER

WO successive home wins have_ placed our Leazue
T side in a comfortable position in the table,
but whilst most club followers were well satis-
fied after last Wednesday's 6-2 victory over Aldershot
the. team’s display in Saturday’s 2-1 win against Walsall
was disappointing to say the least. It is hard to criticise
a winning team but there it is . . . the brand of play
provided by Gillingham and Walsall in that one game
is hafily of the type that will bring back some of soccer’s
missing millions. It is to be hoped that this evening’s
visit of Swindon Town will provide better entertainment.
Incidentally, the victory over Aldershot was the biggest
since Exefrer City were defeated 9-4 in January 1951
and Gordon Brasted’s hat-trick was the first for the
club since Ernie Morgan performed the feat in December
1954 when we won at Bristol City, in their promotion
season, 4-1.

* * *

MEANWHILE our Reserves remain undeafeated
in the Kent League and Cup. Last Wednesday, they
drew 1-1 at Ashford in the First Round of the Kent
League Cup (first leg), Irvine Gray scoring the equaliser
near the end. The second leg of this tie will be playerd
on this ground on Monday next. kick-off 5.30 p.m. had
extra time will be played if necessary. Last Saturday,
the Reserves drew 1-1 at Berteshanger Colliery Welfare,
the equaliser this time coming from Paul Lucas.

At home to Snowdown Colliery Welfare Reserves
our ‘A’ team went down by 4 goals to 2. Snowdown’s

strong side included several very experienced players,
among them Billy Collins, and our youngsters were far
from disgraced. Mike Ackland and Johnny Warsap were
the scorers. Qur Junior “B" team (formerly the Minors)
began their Rochester and District League (Div. IV)
programme in grand style by a resounding away win
over United Services (Rainham) Reserves. David Taylor
4, Brian Godfrey 2, Keith Leigh 1 and Brian Grundy 1
were the scorers in an 8-2 victory. This team included
six former members of the Medway Schools side. Our
New Brompton and District League side—the Juniors—
were without a game on Saturday.

* * *

THE wonderful start to the season made by our
Kent League side can, if it is continued in such a
successful vein, do a power of good in more directions
than one. Attendances for Kent League games at the
Stadium should certainly improve on the miserable three
figure gates of last season. In fact after the last home
game—against Margate—many were of the opinion that
if the Reserves continued the form shown in that game
they would soon be atiracting as many, if not moge to
the Stadium as the first team. Shades of the past in fact.
Remember our Eastern Counties League Championship
winning side? They often drew gates upwards of 6,000!

The Reserves too should draw larger crowds to the
grounds of their opponents—an event that would give
considerable pleasure to worried Kent League club com-
mittees and managements. Their standard of football
should and probably will go a long way towards raising
the standard of other clubs and, in fact, all in all they
can do a wonderful job for soccer in the County
generally.

JOHN MENZIES

BLACKFRIARS

C. G. CARTER

77 CARTER LANE, LONDON E.CA4
FOR—PRINTING, WRITING AND POSTER PAPERS.

PAPER CO0.

Also ALL KINDS OF WRAPPING PAPERS.
Phone : Central 1927

KENNEDYS

(Est. 1898)

FOR MEN'S AND BOYS' WEAR
44 HIGH STREET T GILLINGHAM
EVERYTHING FOR LAD OR DAD
Tel : 5223

SILK SCREEN PRINTING : POSTERS : TICKETS
WINDOW DISPLAYS

CUT-OUTS SHOWCARDS

MEDWAY SIGNCRAFT Ltd.

280 HIGH S'I'RE%’II' — 2 ROCHESTER
el :




e

A\

A SWINDON
SALUTATORY

ROM the great railway
F centre in Wiltshire this
evening come old, old
friends and rivals, Swindon
Town and to the officials,
players and supporters of this
famous old club we extend our
usual warm Kentish welcome.
LAST season was one of the
poorest in Swindon’s long his-
tory. They finished last in the
League table and their resul-
tant application for re-electien
was only the second time that
they had had to do so. Their
average home gate was only
7,378 but away from home
they attracted an average of
9.294. In 46 League games,
Swindon only managed to find
the net 34 times and as
Maurice Owen (13) and Ed-
wards (11) scored 24 of these
between them it is obvious
where their biggest weakness
existed. They called upon 24
players during the season and
only six of them found the
net — two of them once each
only. Six players appeared in

e forty-games or_more last sea-

son, viz: Edwards and Hudson
each 46, Burton 45, Hunt and
Owen each 44 and Gibson 42.
Burton’s only non-appearance
was when Swindon visited the
Stadium — Gill deputising on
that one occasion.

IN the corresponding game
last season, playved on 12th
November, Gillingham had
their best win of the season
(4-0) and the teams were:
GILLINGHAM : Kingshott;
Parry, Crombie; Boswell, Nib-
lett, Riggs; Crossan, Baxter,
Sowden, Morgan, Millar.
SWINDON : Gill; Hunt, Fox;
Cross, Hudson, McShane;
Gibson, Micklewright, Owen
Edwards, Williams.

£

WITH the first team (at
Ipswich) and reserves (at
Faversham) away from home
on Saturday, the opportunity
has arisen for our ‘4’ team to
show themselves to Stadium
fans. Folkestone Reserves,
always an attractive side, pro-
vide the opposition in a Kent
League (Div. II) game, so be
sure to make this a must for
Saturday at 3.15 p.m.

CORN AND SEED

MERCHANT POTATOES

SCOTCH SEED

75 SKINNER STREET and 305 CA

WHEN YOU PREFER PERSONAL SERVICE
AND BEST QUALITY . . ;

CAMBURN & CORNELIUS
(S. J. Cormelius)

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS
181 HIGH ST., STROOD. Tel: 7193

W. H. HALES
High-Class Family Butcher

215 Station Road, Rainham, Kent
Telephone Rainham 81189

Adyvertise it

in the

CHATHAM
OBSERVER

Tel : 5738
H. G. CRONEEN
Pariners: N. M. Croneen, F. G. Welch
Watchmaker and Jeweller '

21 & 23 High St., Gillingham, Kent

“HOME or AWAY?”
you cannot do better than

TRAVEL BY TRAIN
Fﬁr .a;stails- ‘c)lfht.:ﬁcap. tickefs :
to Gillingham, also special
reduced fares for “away”

games, enquire at your local
station . ... .

See Handbill
for Details

YoURrR €00

E. T. BENHAM

OFF LICENCE & GROCER

{fompton |

[ BATTERIES-s2y YOUNG|
FROM YOUR LOCAL GARAGE

YOUR RADIOMAN S

RHODES THE PARK, IN CA|
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B. G. ARNOLD

Watchmaker and [Jewseller
ENGAGEMENT RINGS WEDDING RINGS
SIGNET RINGS WATCHES & CLOCEKS

Est. 40 Years

16 CANTERBURY ST., GILLINGHAM

GREYHOUND RACING -

ROCHESTER

ELECTRIC TOTALISATOR

MONDAYS

STADIUM (To




SEACON

NTERBURY STREET, GILLINGHAM

Telephone ARTIFICIAL MANURES
5497

AND SUNDRIES

HEALTH !

70 TORONTO RD., GILLINGHAM

Telephone Your Orders 5624

MEDWAY ELECTRICAL

CO0,, LTD.

Service Agentsi—
SHORT STREET, LUTON ROAD

CHATHAM 2052

FOR EXCELLENT SERVICE

: H. G. NOBBS :

Family Butcher

DAVIS ESTATE
CHATHAM

Telephone Blue Bell Hill 360
— FOR HIGH QUALITY —

E BROADCASTING BEGAN — Just Below

ERBURY STREET, GILLINGHAM 5353

White Collar and Cuffs)

SHOP

M Tel: 3046

OWN (Red)

10 11
MORGAN

The Teams are subject to alter-
ation prior to the game and any
changes will be announced.

Mo gl moldite
N CROSS
HUNT

'S

expert reports

LD cccscss

You can always enjoy a Doctor
Brown or John Courage at the ...

Fleur-de-Lis Hotel, Gillingham
(Mrs. ]J. ]. Enight)
Fully Licensed Style & Winch's Noted Ales

E. W. GEEVES

CHEMIST M.P.S,

48 STURDEE AVE., GILLINGHAM,
KENT Phone : Gill 5616

WELCOME TO—
THE FALCON INN
Truman's Beers

Marlborough Road, GILLINGHAM
Phone : 58514

Tel : 5361

ILLY
RAGG
for
ETTER
ICYCLES

241 Gillingham Road . and
Livingstone Road, GILLINGHAM

Est. 1923

FRUITERERS : FLORISTS : GREENGROCERS
M. & J. BRYAN
HIGH STREET 3 GILLINGHAM

SERVICE AND CIVILITY

REMOVALS AND STORAGE
WEEKLY LONDON SERVICE

BODKINS

GILLINGHAM
4 SKINNER STREET
Phone : 5396

WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS at 7.15 p.m.

yof City Way) ROCHESTER

PHOTO-FINISH

John’s Jottings
arch-critics  of

HOSE
the club who delighted
in “taking the mickey”

because of our first team’s
home defeat by Waitford must
have had quite a shock when
they saw that the Hertford-
shire club had slammed the
hitherto all-conquering Brent-
ford by 5-1 at Griffen Park on®
Saturday last. Messrs. Marden,
Graham and Cook, who
notched one apiece here also
shared the five which “stung
the Bees.”

WATFORD have lost but

one game to date — at home
to-night’'s  visitors Swindon
Town! Yet the Railwaymen

have lost all three of "their
home games to date, but such
is form. No wonder that
£75.000 dividend is as elusive
as “that darned Scarlet Pimper-
nel™!

AS a friend of mine left the
Stadium on Saturday he was
confronted by three spectators
that he knew. These three
declared that after the game
they had just seen they had
decided to “support Charlton
in future.” Waving an evening
paper at them my friend en-
quired whether they had heard
the results, and as they hadn’t
he informed them that Charlton
had lost 8-1 at Sunderland!
Their only comment as they
departed was, “Eight! Blimey
see you fiere next Wednesday!"”

IT is well known that Ber-
wick Rangers' is the only
English Club in the Scottish
League — geographically of
course. Not quite so well known
is the fact that Accrington
Stanley 1is almost the only
“Scottish” club in the English
League! In this case, not for
geographical reasons but simply
because prior to Paddy Sowden
joining them last week the
Stanley had only one English-
man on their books. Everybody
else including Manager Walter
Galbraith and Billy Millar are
Scotsmen! Billy has already
scored 4 for his new club.
Good luck to him and Paddy!

LAST week Bob Taylor the
promising young forward from
Bromley signed professional
forms for the club.



W. L. BRYAN FOLLOW THE GAME AGAIN
Fully Licensed (OH Licencs) :

87 BRITTON ST., GILLINGHAM
We cater for Wedding Parties,

Denioss. . b, Phone 58300 EMPIRE NEWS

in

R. H. W. SPOONER

Glazing Contractor
Leaded Light Manufacturer
15 CENTRAL PARK GARDENS,
CHATHAM. Phone: Chat. 45653

and
HUGHIE RUSSELL
Carpentry and Joinery Repairs

18 PRIORY RD., GILLINGHAM | SUNDAY'S LIVELIEST SPORTS PAGES

Telephone Rainham 82418

Sunday Chronicle

“WISDOMS?”
Confectioner and Tobacconist
High-class Chocolates & Sweeis
73 & 191a, High St., Gillingham
Phone : 539785

Keep in tomch

WITH M. & D. FOR
PRIVATE HIRE

We score by offering you some-
thing more than "'Coaches for
hire" — service in helping you
dfrange  your outings — oking
theatre seats — seeing to your
catering and being %a]p{ul in
every possible way. Your safis-
action is our goal.

SERVICE NOT

THE

faidstonesDistr

MCTOR lS'EERWQES

EVERYTHING FOR SPORT
HUBBLE
and AMES

The Eent Sports House

8 HIGH ST., GILLINGHAM

Huge Range of all Football
Requisites always in Stock.

Local Office:
5 OFFICIAL. OUTFITTERS TO
BUS STATION, NELSON RD. IN OPERATION GILLINGHAM F.C
Telephone - - Gillingham 5211 IN s
' Callin D L G THORN
for good advice on
printing & advertising
WAMPERSAND HOUSE Frindsbury Hill
= ROCHESTER telephone STROOD 7318
TO-NIGHT! TO-NIGHT! The Quality counts in—
Assembly Hall| pHILLIPS
HIGH STREET, GILLINGHAM SOFT DRINKS
OLD - TIME DANCING DOVE, PHILLIPS & PETT, Lid
? ] .
GETTING MARRIED? Make sure of a R E c o R D s

“GOOD RECEPTION" and allow

T. W. BOWMAN
Rear Municipal Buildings. Gill : 5435

P A R K C A F E CLASSICS, “TRAD. JAZZ,” “MOD. JAZZ"

the quickest record service in the Towns

CANTERBURY STREET, GILLINGHAM FRANKLIN RADIO LTD.

TO CATER FOR YOU! Any Hall : Anywhere - 3-5 WATLING ST. (Near Jezreels) Phone 5428

4,000 of them




Football League—Div. Il (South)

Up to and including September 1st, 1956
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Torquay
Norwich
Coventry
Newport
Brentford
Southampton
Reading
Shrewsbury
Watford
Q. P. Rangers ...
Colchester
Gillingham
Millwall
Northampton
“Brighton
Bournemouth
Aldershot
Southend .........
Swindon
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Kent League-Division |
Up to and including September Ist, 1956
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Gillingham Res.
Ramsgate  Ath.
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Whitstable
Snowdown C. W.
Ashford Town
Folkestone Town
Margate

Deal Town
Dover
Chatham Town
Canterbury City
Faversham Town
Sheppey Utd. ...
Bexley'th & Well.
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1956-57 FACTS and FIGURES

* GOALSCORERS o

Football League: Brasted 3; Morgan 2; Clark, Simpson
and Opponents each 1.

Kent League (Div. I) and Cup: Simpson 3; Brasted,
Gray and Jim Tavlor each 2; Grant Lucas and Smith
each 1.

Kent League (Div. II) and Cup: M. Ackland 4; Hazel
2; Warsap 1.

New Brompton and District League: R. Kemp 3; M.
Unwin and M. Woolfe each 1.

Roch. and Dist, League (Div, 1V): David Taylor 4; B.
Godfrey 2: B. Grundy and K. Leigh each 1.

* * *

WHEN Errol Crossan was left out of the team that
met Aldershot last week a run of 57 consecutive matches
was brought to an end. Since Errel joined the club just
before the start of last season he had played in every
first team game and Wednesday's match would, in fact
have been his S0th consecutive League game.

ERROL had, in the first three games of this season,
failed to find the form that delighted the fans throughout
last season. He is too good a player to be off form for
long, however. and will no doubt be back on first team
duty before many matches are passed.

WHEN Johnny (Taffy) Evans said “Cheerio” to his
“A" team colleagues after last Saturday's game, he didn’t
know how long it might be before he would see them
again. Johnny had to report back to his Army unit on
Sunday morning and was expecting an overseas posting
but didn’t know where or when. This quict, shy but like-
able lad from the Rhondda Valley has taken over the
centre-half position in the “A4™ team and has turned in
some great performances.

ONLY three of the present plaving staff have made
more than 100 appearances for the club. They are
Jimmy Boswell (265), Charlie Marks (228) and Ernie
Morgan (133). If Jimmy can steer clear of injuries and
maintain the wonderful form which has meant so much
to the club for the past twelve years he should make
his 300th appearance on 6th April when Reading visit
us. Postponements and cup ties may of course alter the
sequence but supporters and club alike will keep their
fingers crossed and hope that the “300h™ will be at
home.

IT will be remembered that Jimmy's 200th was an
away game with Swindon Town. Les Riggs needs 15
more games to reach his 100 whilst Ted West (78) is not
far behind. Errol Crossan (49), Bill Parry (46) and Larry
Baxter (29) are all chasing their “50.”

FORMER “Hoppers” among the goals last week
included Billy Evans (Grimsby) 2, Billy Millar (Accring-
ton) 2 and Les McGuire (Ramsgate) 3.

CHINA, CUTLERY,

GLASSWARE, TEA URNS, ete.
Large Quantities available for Hire

HARRY GILES

131 CITY WAY, ROCHESTER
Phone : Chatham 3056

”



TRUMAN’S AT ITS BEST!! TRUMAN’S AT ITS BEST!!
RAILWAY STREET,CHATHAM
Tel : 2931 :

LUNCHEONS gt WEDDING RECEPTIONS = PRIVATE PARTIES
Under the personal supervision of tha Proprieiors —MR. & MRS. RON DAVIS
POOTBALL LEAGUE (Div, IIl.) South Sec. A KENT LEAGUE—Div, 1. F A

AUG., 195 AUG., 195
18 WATFORD H|¢ 3 8 Folkestone Town 3 A j3| 2
22 Aldershot = A [ ] 22 DEAL TOWN (EL qu) H 4 2
95 Shrewsbury Town A J0o 1 25 MARGATE H |3 ¢
29 ALDERSHOT H |6 2 29 Ashford Tn, (KL Cup, lst leg) Aok
SEPT SEPT.
1 WALSALL H |2 1 1 Betteshanger C.W. A i
5 SWINDON TOWN H f Faversham Town A
8 Ipswich Town ... A 10 ASHFO 'l'N (K L. C ‘2nd }eq) H
'S 12 Swindon Town A 12 CH.ATHAM OWN H
: 15 BOURNEMOUTH & BOSCOM'BE H 15 Ramsgate Athletic A
18 Brentford - A 19 Chatham Town A
22 Torqua United A 22 WHITSTABLE H
26 BRENTFORD H 23 Deal Town A
28 MILLWALL H OCT.
OCT,. / Dove: A
6 CRYSTAL PALACE H 13 SIT].'DIGBOUBNE H
13 Exeter Cit A 20 Canterbury Cit A
20 SOUT ON H 27 ASHFORD TO&N H
27 Coventry City A NOV
NOV 3
NORWICH CITY H 10 SNOWDOWN C. W. ... H
10 Colchester A 17 Sheppey United gve A
il 24 SHEP UNITED H
24 Reading A DEC.
DEC. | Bexleyheath & W. ... A
i PLYMOUTH A. H 1g
15 Wcﬂord A 22 Margate e K
22 SHREWSBURY TOWN H 25 Tunbridge Wells A
25 BRIGHTON & HOVE ALBION H 26 TUNB GE WELLS H
26 Brighten and Hove Albion ... A 28 FOLEESTONE TOWN v H
29 Walsall A [AN.. 195?
JAN.. 1957 BETTESHANGER C. w. H
5 (3) Northampton A ]2 Ashford Town % A
12 IPSWICH TOWN ... .. H 13 ;
19- Bournemouth & Boscombe ... A 26 Whitstable A
mzs (4) NORTHAMPTON ... H m-z
"2 JORQUAY UNITED ... H 3 DEAL TOWN H
12 51)1 \n(r:aﬂ = A ég RAMSGATE AIKLET[C H
st Pq.I o .5 A
18 el e H CH
2 (B) Soutbumpto s A itting urns
9 BUEBHS ARE nmggns H 16 CAN'FE]IBURY g S H
16 orwich Ci > s A 23
233 kﬁr.) Coé. HESTER ]1 A.PR?E
L t t
ABRIY R T 6
6 READING ¥ H 13 FAVERSHAM TOWN i H
13 Plymouth A. ... ... A 19
19 UTHEND UNITED H 20 Snowdewn C. W. ... A
20 COVENTRY CITY H i
E‘% Scu:henlcitr Ugg ed A Y27
NEWPO H
29 Queen's Park Rangers A | BEXLEYHEATH & W. ... awa H
MAY 4 (Final)
Figures in parenthases denote F.A, Cup Rounds
CARS VANS POPULAR ANGLIA PREFECT
CONSUL ZEPHYR ZODIAC
ENGINE EXCHANGE SCHEME— MAKE SURE SERVICE
(CHATHAM) LTD.
~ DISTRIBUTORS
TRUCKS TRACTORS Phone : : : : CHATHAM mm

EENT ARY PRINTERS LTP.. CHATHAM, EBNT.




